
















After the 

1965 Geological 

Society of America 

Bulletin paper, AI 

left marine geology 

to the marine 

geologists. The army 

of petrologists and 
geochemists devoted 

to the study of mid .... 

ocean ridge basalts 

grew yearly. Once I 
asked why he didn't 

continue his studies 

of oceanic tholeiites, 

and he answered that 

Engd's desk in New Ritter Hall, ca. 1979. Notice proximity of wastebasket to 

chair. 

as far as he was 

concerned there really wasn't much left to find out. AI thought that many subsequent studies 

of seafloor basalts were, in his words, « ... a feeding frenzy over minutiae." The hundreds of 

scientists who have built on the Engels' pioneering studies would almost certainly disagree, 

but they would probably agree that the Engels skimmed much of the cream. Partly in 

recognition of these accomplishments, AI was elected to the National Academy of Sciences in 
1970. 

AI devoted himself to studying the formation and evolution of the continental crust 

for another two and a half decades. He studied ancient rocks of South Africa, Wyoming, 
and Egypt, taught classes on crustal evolution and field geology, supervised graduate student 

projects, and led Spring field trips to the California desert. But none of these efforts com .... 

pared in impact with the contributions that he and Celeste made in our understanding of the 

oceanic crust, at a critical time when the seafloor spreading hypothesis was becoming plate 
tectonic theory. 
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