
















At the time of his 80th birthday in 1974, he was attending a meeting of the Desert 

Fish Council near the Salton Sea, so a planned surprised birthday celebration had to be 

postponed for a week. 
Out of town partici,; 

pants, including his 

former student Katsuo 

Kuronuma (represent,; 

ing the Emperor of 

Japan) had to change 
their flights. 

Soon after his 

arrival in San Diego 

in 1944 Hubbs was 
invited by the herpe,; 

tologist Laurence 

Klauber to join the 

San Diego Society of 

Natural History, 

parent of the San 
Diego Natural 

History Museum. He 

was to serve on the 

Joseph Sefton, President of San Diego Trust and Savins' Bank and Carl 
Hubbs examine a moray eel on a collecting trip on RIV Qca in the California 

Cbannd Islands. 

Board of Directors for 29 years. During that time he became friendly with fellow board 

member and banker Joseph Sefton. He influenced Sefton to outfit his yacht, Orca for 
research. Sefton made the vessel available under the auspices of the Sefton Foundation for 

research cruises and teaching. Hubbs made trips with Sefton to Guadalupe Island and 
various California localities. 

In 1948 Hubbs was appointed to the research committee of the Zoological Society 

of San Diego, which operates the San Diego Zoo, and shortly thereafter to the board of 
trustees where he served until 1979. This was a period of unparalleled expansion of the 

zoo, with the establishment of the Wild Animal Park and a greatly increased research and 

captive breeding program. 

In the early 1960s the San Diego City Council decided to entertain proposals for a 

marine park in Mission Bay Park. Hubbs was invited to join one of the competing groups, 
in which his former student Kenneth Norris was a principal. One of the strengths of this 
group was its proposal to make research a part of its program, and Hubbs testified before the 
city council. It cannot be proved, but his stature as a scientist and conservationist may be 
what tipped the balance toward the group that established Sea World on Mission Bay. 

Hubbs was on the executive board of the corporation, and the research arm was established 

as a modest venture called the Mission Bay Research Foundation, housed in a small office in 

La Jolla. It was later moved to Sea W orId itself and renamed the Sea World Research 
Institute, where it was headed by Hubbs's protege William Evans. In 1977 it was rededi,; 

cated as the Carl and Laura Hubbs Sea World Research Institute. Today it has survived 
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two changes in ownership of Sea World and is a large and successful institution engaged in 

far/flung research and conservation activities. 

Hubbs did little formal teaching, for despite his excellence and dedication as a 

researcher, his lecturing style was labored, and he had scant patience with the preparation of 

lectures on topics of which he had little firsthand knowledge. He was, however, a prolific 

teacher of graduate students, who learned mainly by example, either during long hours in the 

field, or looking over the professor's shoulder in the laboratory. Literally generations of 

graduate students learned to write when Hubbs painstakingly, and sometimes painfully, 

rewrote their dissertations and theses. He would spend just as much time with manuscripts he 

reviewed, and Hubbs's editing elevated the quality of writing in much of American ichthy/ 

ology. He supervised 28 doctoral students at the University of Michigan, including, in 

1925, that of his sister/inAaw Frances Clark. who later became Director of the research 

laboratory of the California Department of Fish and Game. At Scripps he supervised 17 

students, the last finishing in 1973. The diversity of dissertation topics of Hubbs's students is 

astonishing, ranging from the expected taxonomy, life history, and behavior of fishes, to 

chromosome number in chitons, the life cycle of a crayfish, and a study of the ancient 

Anasazi. 

One unorthodox opportunity of education for students and staff was the malnte/ 

nance of the circulating file. Hubbs maintained a voluminous correspondence. He received 

letters and manuscripts from colleagues and correspondents around the world. He was 

faithful in answering letters and providing requested reviews, sometimes to the detriment of 

ongoing activities. Often his voice could be heard dictating into a recorder letters for his 

secretary to transcribe the next day. Laura Hubbs was responsible for proofing the letters to 

make sure that the transcription was accurate. Before filing, almost all incoming and outgoing 

material, including journals and reprints, was placed in binders in the reading room of 

Hubbs's library where it was available to all. It was difficult to keep up with Hubbs's 

correspondence, but anyone who faithfully read the circulating file would be educated in a 

variety of areas to which graduate students and junior staff were not usually privy. 

Hubbs's powerful personality was perhaps as much responsible for his influence on 

others as his learning. Although not physically prepossessing like his role model David Starr 

Jordan, he radiated power. He briefly visited Japan in 1929, but left a lasting impression. 

The great Japanese ichthyologist Matsubara referred to himself as a student of Hubbs, and 

Japanese ichthyologists regarded him with a feeling akin to awe long after his visit. His 

energy and tenacity were legendary, as was his attention to detail. Withal, he had a very 

human side. A youngster bringing in a fish found on the beach would get the great man's 

attention and would leave feeling that he had done a signal service to science. Carl and 

Laura were never too busy to offer hospitality to visitors, who usually found themselves 

staying with the Hubbses. Lunches on the patio looking out on the magnificent Hubbs 

garden <maintained by Carl and Laura) were a legendary part of a visitors experience. 

Carl Hubbs died on June 30, 1979 at the age of 84 of complications of prostate 

cancer. He left behind rum a legacy of 712 scientific· papers and 125 linear feet of personal 

papers and research records, a world/class research collection, and perhaps most importantly, a 

tradition of intellectual effort passed on to his students and their students in an ever increas/ 

ing network. 
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• Author's Note 
In preparing this account I have utilized facts and chronology from the Biographical 

Memoir prepared for the National Academy of Sciences by Elizabeth N. Shor, Richard H. 

Rosenblatt, and John D. Isaacs. 

Laura C and Carl Hubbs on a "temperature run" in Baja California in 
1954. Carl holds the casting tbmnometer, and Laura, as usual, stands 
ready to make nates. 

55 




