










lineation patterns in the Northeast Pacific. He was quite ready to accept the seafloor 

spreading hypothesis once new evidence began to make it compelling. 

After Scripps 
When I left Scripps in 1970 to take up a postdoctoral fellowship at Cambridge 

University, I had to depart too early to attend graduation. Not long after we reached 

Cambridge, Bill and Gifford arrived to stay at Churchill College. Bill and I frequently saw 

each other at Madingley Rise, the headquarters of Teddy Bullard's Department of Geodesy 

and Geophysics. Bill's presence was quite useful, as I was compiling fracture zone trends, 

magnetic anomaly spreading rates, and earthquake slip vectors for a global plate tectonics 
motions set. Nter that year, I only saw Bill at the occasional scientific conference, as my 

interests first went into the mantle then onto the continents. 

Bill himself left Scripps in 1978 to become head of the US. Geological Survey he 

had long admired. I heard from friends in Menlo Park that it was a rough job for Bill, as 

the USGS didn't take kindly to outsiders, especially outsiders with a portfolio to return the 

Alaska Branch to Alaska. His tenure there was three years, and ended at the start of the 

Reagan administration. Bill's environmental views were no longer welcome in Washington. 

Nter all, he was the first writer of a geological textbook that started with Thomas Malthus. 

Menard then returned to Scripps, and restarted his career with his customary energy. 
The last time I saw Bill was at the San Francisco American Geophysical Union in 

1985, when he was awarded the AGU's Bowie Medal. Bill was very frail with the cancer 

that would kill him the next February, but still had the straight back, and the smile. He was 

immensely pleased by the award; Bill was always very conscious of honors. He didn't live to 

make it to the Menard symposium organized to recognize his contributions, but co,-authored 

three papers in the subsequent special issue of Journal of Geophysical Research. That so many 

of his works were finished while he was fatally ill, and saw publication after his death, is a 

tribute to his iron will and his unquenchable love of science. 

The best scientist is open to experience and begins with romance--the idea that 
anything is possible. 

--Ray Bradbury 
(A high school friend of Bill Menard) 
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