














he managed to interpret North American weather in terms of characteristics of the 

Northern Hemispheric air currents, as the "index cycle" expanded and contracted. In his 

view, such systems might as easily provoke tropical responses as they would arise from 

tropical influences. 

Namias did participate modestly in the El Nino chapter, though, with a concise 

correlative study that provided statistically clear links relating the strength of the winter 

Aleutian Low to both the warm and the cool states El Nino--Southern Oscillation 

(ENSO) In retrospect, the notion that mid/latitudes of SST anomalies have a significant 

impact on Northern Hemisphere weather has had a revival, with recent diagnostics and 

modeling studies addressing multi/year variations in the Pacific Basin. Interestingly, Jerome 

was a fervent admirer and had developed a close friendship with J Bjerknes during the 

period after Namias came to Scripps and in the early phases of NORPAX But while 

Bjerknes had acquired a modicum of tropical ocean and atmospheric data, most of Namias's 

charts were void of data south of 15° or 20oN. 

Along the way, Namias's attention was extended toward other topics,S including 

even longer period climate fluctuations. He was one of the first to consider interdecadal 

epochs. In collaboration with Robert Dickson (Lowestoft, United Kingdom) decadal climate 

regimes over North America were linked to winter storm tracks and climate anomalies over 

the North Atlantic. This paper (and several others subsequently) placed seasonal events in 

the longer period context of climate regimes. Also, with a view that often considered very 

broad scales, he along with Art Douglas was one of the pioneers in revealing that the North 

Pacific temperature has undergone multidecadal swings since the late 1940s. This idea has 

since been amplified in a series of studies elucidating the Pacific Decadal Oscillation, also 

known as the North Pacific Oscillation. 

Dean of Climate 

Jerome Namias's six decade participation in the forefront of the American weather! 

climate scene made him a unique link between the modern climate community and its 

forerunners. He was often an outspoken live wire at climate meetings As pointed out by E 
Rasmusson in his 1998 tribute, Namias provided memory and acted as a healthy skeptic 

toward automated forecast methods, and was always an advocate for physical understanding 

and the value of human experience and intuition. He made important historical statements in 

the Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society (Namias 1983b) and in a WMO 

interview (Namias 1988); both found in his Collected Works An autobiography and some 

very interesting summary statements by his colleagues are found in papers from the Namias 

Symposium held at Scripps on 22 October 1985 C]. Roads, editor) Jerome was an 

inspiration to many in the climate community, particularly to a number of younger 

researchers including myself. He was a wonderful communicator, with an unusual ability to 

engage an audience, whether it was a formal address at a university lecture hall or in a one/ 

on/one navigation across the rows of charts pinned to his office walls. Over the years, on the 

firing line at the weather service and through his many academic contributions, he was 

considered as.-and enjoyed the stature of .-unofficial dean of the community of climate 

forecasters and diagnosticians.9 
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Sea.onaI forecast of U.S temperature and precipitation for winter 
1976.-77 and precipitation and temperature observed. 

Conversations with Don Gilman, Eugene Rasmusson, Huug van den 0001, Art 

Douglas, Chip Cox, Walter Munk, Caroline Isaacs, and Carolyn Baxter were important. 

Talks by Gilman, van den 0001, and Robert Haney at the Twentieth Climate Diagnostics 

Workshop (Berkeley, CA, November 1997) provided insight. 

Footnotes 

1 Namias and Wexler both attended Durfee High School in Fall River, Massachusetts. 

Namias was first to catch the weather bug.--inspired by his high school physics teacher. 
Wexler (Namias (1968) describes him as "more scholarly") studied mathematics at Harvard, 

but Namias introduced Wexler to Rossby, who converted him to meteorological studies. 
Wexler went on to become chief of research at the U.s. Weather Bureau. Wexler and 
Namias married sisters, Hannah (Wexler) and Edith (Namias>. 

2 . Clapp and Namias shared a retirement party from the National Weather Service in 1971 

Phil Clapp also passed away in 1997, within weeks of Namias's death. 

3. Interestingly, Namias's Collected Works (1975, 1983, 1992) contain 73 papers published 

during his first phase before leaving the Weather Bureau and 72 papers published during 
the Scripps Era. 

4. NORPAX was an outgrowth of the Scripps ((North Pacific Study" led by J. Isaacs. 

NORP AX was a multi institutional effort, dominated by physical oceanographers and 

funded by the Office of Naval Research and the National Science Foundation. The purpose 
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was to better understand air..-sea interactions primarily in the North Pacific, with ultimate aim 

of improving long range weather forecasts over the ocean and around the globe (Bulletin of 

the American Meteorological Society 1974, 251-252)' The NORP AX project involved 

both Namias, the advocate for mid..-Iatitude SST effects, and J. Bjerknes, who elucidated key 

elements of global ENSO phenomena 

5. Davis's first paper, published in 1976, in considering lead/lag relationships between North 

Pacific SST and sea level pressure (SLP) for all months pooled together, found significant 

connection for SLP leading SST and for contemporaneous SLP and SST but not for 

SST leading SLP. However, the results of Davis's second paper, published in 1978, were 

more optimistic when these data were seasonally stratified, a significant connection linking 

summer SST with faIl SLP, and fall SST with winter SLP was detected. 

6. The Scripps ECFC still exists, but has evolved into the Experimental Climate Prediction 

Center (ECPC), now headed by John Roads. 

7. Gilman became head of the long range prediction group at the National Weather Service 

in 1972 after Namias retired. Vanden Dool succeeded Gilman in 1989. Both spoke about 

Namias at the Namias Memorial Session at the 22nd Climate Diagnostics Workshop in 

Berkeley in October 1997. 

8. Namias did not shy from unpopular topics or untested ideas. During the last few years of 

his working career, he became convinced that weather patterns, via unusual surface pressure 

gradients or wind torques, could trigger earthquakes. He published two papers on this topic 

associating Southern California earthquakes and was working on further evidence. 

9. Namias was awarded the Sverdrup Gold Medal for his air-sea interaction work in 1981. 

The distinction that he was most proud of was his election to the National Academy of 
Sciences in 1983. A comprehensive list of Namias's many awards and society memberships is 

provided in John Roads's 1998 memoir. 
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