




 
Warren S. Wooster, Richard Mead and Norris Rakestraw on deck of Spencer F. Baird, July 1953 
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In the early morning hours of Wednesday, 29 October 2008, former chairman of the Graduate 
Department of the Scripps Institute of Oceanography (1967-1969) and SIO professor 
WARREN SCRIVER WOOSTER, passed away in his sleep at 87 years of age. He was a (so-
called descriptive) chemical and physical oceanographer (B.S. Brown 1943, M.S. Cal. Tech. 
1947, Ph.D. Scripps Institute of Oceanography, University of California 1953), later a fisheries 
oceanographer (coined Fishical by Warren), and from 1976-1991 was a professor of marine 
studies and fisheries at the School of Marine Affairs of the University of Washington, from 
which he retired as Emeritus Professor.  Warren entered SIO in 1947 under the tutelage of Prof. 
Norris Rakestraw.  He was hired by MLR in the fledgling stages of the CalCOFI program as the 
chemist, teaming with Joe Reid (physical) and Ed Brinton (biological) to operate the program, 
which was directed from the top by Sverdrup, Revelle and Sette.  For many decades on the 
national and international stages he struggled to bring the twains, oceanography and fisheries, 
closer together. He published about 50 papers on oceanography including fisheries and more 
than 40 on marine affairs. He was an efficient but tactful, persuasive and patient negotiator on 
many planes, not easily discouraged by adversity, and trusted by students and colleagues at 
home and abroad.  
 
He distinguished himself in many facets of ocean science and held the offices of:  Director de 
Investigacion, Consejo de Investigaciones Hidrobiologicas of Peru (1957-58); first Secretary of 
UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Office of Oceanography (1961-63); Dean of the Rosenstiel 
School of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences, University of Miami, FL (1973-76); first 
Secretary of the Scientific Committee for Oceanic Research (SCOR) of the International 
Council for Scientific Unions (1963-67) and President (1968-73); Chairman of the Ocean 
Sciences Board of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences/ National Research Council (1978-
81); President of the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea of 1901 (ICES, 1982-
85); and Director of the Institute of Marine Science, University of Washington (1979-82). 
Finally, he was the principal founder (and widely recognized as father) of the North Pacific 
Marine Science Organization of 1992 (PICES, for Pacific ICES) and served as its first chairman 
(1992-96). He was a fellow of the American Geophysical Union and the American 
Meteorological Society.  
 
Warren was a great teacher, wonderful friend, and admirable human being. He met his wife 
Polly on a blind date after the war, they fell in love, and were married in a grand partnership for 
60 years.  He is survived by Polly and their three children (Sue, Dana and Dan), seven 
grandchildren and one and 8/9ths great grandchildren.  Warren, Polly and the kids had many 
adventures living and traveling in the world.   The Wooster kids were a familiar sight playing 
on the beach below the Scripps pier.  Warren loved the adventure and camaraderie of doing 
research at-sea and he was dedicated to understanding the ocean and its resources, and using 
that knowledge to contribute to a better Earth.     
 



 
Warren Wooster, Transpac Expedition, 1953 
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Warren S. Wooster and Roger Revelle at Spencer F. Baird, July 1953 

 


