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The f i r s t  o r i g i n s  o f  the  Scr ipps I n s t i t u t i o n  o f  Oceanography L i b r a r y  

go back t o  Professor  H. B. Torrey o f  Berkeley campus who came i n  the summe6 
&/* .E. 

w i t h  R i t t e r  t o  the  Marine B i o l o g i c a l  S t a t i o n ' s  headquarters a t  Coronado in';. 
+ 

1903 and l a t e r  a t  the  La J o l l a  Cgve i n  1905 and who assumed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

the - 1  i b r a r y  a t  the  s t a t i o n .  

As soon as the  f i r s t  b u i l d i n g  o f  the Mar inQBio log ica l  Association, 

the George Scr ipps Laboratory,was p laced on the l one ly  mesa over l ook ing  the 

P a c i f i c  , a room i n  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  was assigned f o r  the l i b r a r y .  I n  1910 

Nina Wadell was named as a p a r t  t ime L i b r a r i a n  . January 1, 1913 the 

9f  
now p a r t  of the  U n i v e r s i t y  of Cal i fornia,had D r .  S.  S. Ber ry  o f  Stan- 

f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  appointed as f i r s t  par t - t ime L i b r a r i a n  and a  $15,000 was nok) 

a l l oca ted  t o  the b u i l d i n g  up o f  the  l i b r a r y .  A lso  serv ing  a t  t h i s  pe r iod  was 

M r .  E.P. Van Duzee who a s s i s t e d  w i t h  the l i b r a r y  du r ing  D r .  B e r r y ' s  

absence and u n t i l  J u l y  , 1914. 

I n  1914,1905 new books were added and a l s o  many se ts  o f  j ou rna l s .  

D i rec to r  Wm. E. R i t t e r  donated 2200 pamphlets and the l i b r a r y  area i n  the 

.I 
Scripps b u i l d i n g  was expanded as R j t t e r  moved i n t o  the newly completed,D~rector~s 

house and out  o f  the  t o p  f l o o r  o f  the  George Scripps Bu i l d ing .  

By 1916 due t o  g i f t s  f rom benefactress M I S S  E l l e n  Scr ipps the con- 

t r a c t  was l e t  , Jan 12, 34 f6 , fo r  a  Library-Museum bu i l d ing ,  designed by 

Robert Hal ley, J r .  and t o  be b u i l t  by Messrs. b: Winter & Nicholson. The cos t  o f  

t h i s  60 by 60 f o o t  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  some fu rn i sh ings  was $24,938.00,1 t was com- 

p le ted  by Julyrl, 1916 and f o r m a l l y  dedicated August 9, 1916. 

The d e d i c a t i o n  event was he ld  i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  the  SAn Diego 

meeting o f  the P a c i f i c  D i v i s i o n  o f  the  American Assoc ia t ion  f o r  the Adeancement 

o f  Science. 

#- 
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The d e d i c a t i o n  exerc ises included the fo l low ing:  the  R igh t  ~ e v e ~ $ n d  

Joseph H. Johnson, Bishop of  Southern Ca l i f o rn ia :  Benjamin Ide Wheeler, Pres- 
I4 

i den t  of the U n i v e r s i t y  of 41 i f o r n i a :  David S ta r r  Jordan, Chancel l o r  Emeritus - 
of Leland Stanford Jun io r  J u n i v e r s i t y :  D. T. Mac Dougal, D i r e c t o r  o f  Botanical  

Research, Carnegie l n s t i t u t i o n  of Washington: G. H. Parker, Professor  o f  

Zoology, Harvard U n i v e r s i t y ,  and Wm. E. R i t t e r ,  S c i e n t i f i c  D i r e c t o r ,  Scr ipps 

l n s t i t u t i o n  B i o l o g i c a l  Research. 

A t  t h i s  t ime the t o t a l  number o f  bound books inc luded was 5300. 

Soon an2 $1800 g i f t  from E. W. Scr ipps helped the  l i b r a r y  t o  growh and 585 

new book acquisi$$&lP$were added i n  1919 -1920 and by 1921 the t o t a l  books 

were 7780 pamphlets 7165. /P 
When Professor E l l i s  Michael died, h i s  books were g iven t o  the l i b r a r y  

as w e l l  as h i s  j o u r n a l s  and by 1922 the  books now numbered 8,638 and pamphlets 

7,601. 

Wm. E. ~ l t t e r  r e t i r e d  i n  1924 and T. ~ A y l a n d  Vaughan o f  the USGS 

became D i r e c t o r  b r i n g i n g  some o f  h i s  books as G i f t s  t o  the l i b r a r y .  He a l s o  

made h i s  personal l i b r a r y  ava i l ab le .  A t  t h i s  t ime T i l l i e  Genter, sec re ta ry  was 

i n  charge o f  the  l i b r a r y  and very soon Miss Ruth Ragan began t o  a l s o  a s s i s t  

i n  t h i s  capaci ty .  

I n  1924 the  1 i b r a r y  had 9466 vo l  urnes, 10,094 separates. The 1 i b r a r y  

was made an o f f i c q f l  depos i to ry  o f  the  pub l i ca t i ons  o f  USGS and the Carnegie 

I n s t i t u t e  o f  Washington presented a l a rge  number o f  char ts .  By 1925 there  were 

9686 volumes and 10,815 r e p r i n t s .  

The B i o l o g i c a l  l n s t i t u t i o n  had now become and Oceanographic l n s t i t u t i o n  

and i n  1926 the name o f  the  i n s t i t u t i o n  was placed over the door o f  the l i b r a r y  

i n  ant ique bronz l e t t e r  Scr ipps l n s t i t u t i o n  o f  Oceanography, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f -  

o rn ia .  A t  t h a t  t ime a  b r i dge  e x i s t e d  on the second f l o o r  connect ing the  l i b r a r y  



w i t h  the Scr ipps b u i l d i n g  behind i t .  

I n  1927 the  books increased t o  10, 152, ~ R $ a ~ R d x # e ~ n a s x x x  p e r i o d i c a l s  

and pamphlets t o  15,500 not  a l l  catalogued. The exchange l i s t  of the i n s t i t u t i o n  

was cons iderab ly  l a r g e r .  I t  was mentioned t h a t  theS1200 s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  p e r i o d i c a l s  

should be increased t o  $1800 a t  t h i s  t ime. I n  1930 ~Aughan presented h i s  

personal s c i e n t i f i c  l i b r a r y  t o  the I n s t i t u t i o n  and $1500 was g i ven  anonymous- 

l y  t m  
. .  .+ /&"or 6~~ld'/jy~ 

I n  1933 and 34 when D r i e c t o r  VAughan was on a wor ld  t o u r  1000 volumes, 

r e p r i n t s  and cha r t s  were received f rom var ious  coun t r i es  i n  Europe as a r e s u l t  

of h i s  t r i p  around t h e  world. A t  t h i s  t ime the  t o t a l  o f  bound volumes had 

increased t o  13, 684 and 25,789 catalogued separates. The 1 i b r a r y  a t  the end 

o f  D i r e c t o r  Yaughanls'era, ha 14,550 bound volumes and 27,720 catalogued separates. 

Wi th the  a d v e n t  of Harl  Sverdrup i t  was s ta ted  t h a t  s ince *gust 1937 4 
almost the  f u l l  t ime o f  MISS Ruth Ragan, a s s i s t a n t  secre tary  had been g iven 

t o  the  l i b r a r y ,  a l s o  two o the r  workers from WPA f u l l  t ime and a t r a i n e d  c t t a -  

1 i g u e k r  was added f rom the WPA p r o j e c t .  HI s y e a r l y  r e p o r t  s t a t e s  t h a t  physical  

improvements were made and now the  l i b r a r y  was open f o u r  evenings a week. 

I ICooperat ion i n  the  prepara t ion  of a Union L i s t  of S e r i a l s  o f  t he  

l i b r a r i e s  o f  southern C a l i f o r n i a  f u r n i s h  i n fo rma t ion  t o  ourse lves  as t o  miss ing  

numbers o f  se ts  o r  volumes of p e r i o d i c a l s .  Many o f  these were procured t o  com- 

p l e t e  sets. Concentrated t ime and e f f o r t  was pu t  i n t o  the b i n d i n g  o f  pub- 

l i c a t i o n s  ..... Dur ing t h e  pas t  year the b ind ing  o f  most o f  our  c u r r e n t  p e r i o d i c a l s  

has been brought up t o  date. Through the  b ind ing  p r o j e c t  of the WPB i n  San 

Diego about f i v e  hundred volumes of p u b l i c a t i o n s  no t  f r e q u e s t l y  used but  valu- 

able i f  bound and. avai  l a b l e  f o r  occasIona1 reference, were bound.. . . 
k) 

Exchange l i s t s  have been revised, w i t h  a d d i t i o n  o f  oceanographic and 

marine l abo ra to r i es .  Ser ies  publ ished by the l a t t e r  have been added t o  the  shelves. 

Arrangements have been completed f o r  subsc r ip t i on  t o  p e r i o d i c a l s  through one 



dealer,  thus  sav ing  t i m e  and money.It 

" A s h e l f  - 1  i s t  o f  pub1 i c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  1 i b r a r y  has been begun. A be- 

g i n n i n g  has a l s o  been made o f  g a t h e r i n g  t oge the r  t he  a v a i l a b l e  m a t e r i a l  r e l a t -  

i n g  t o  the  Scr ipps  I n s t i t u t i o n , - n o t  o n l y  s c i e n t i f i c  papers pub l i shed  by members 

o f  t h e  staf f ,  b u t  a l l  m a t e r i a l  b e a r i n g  on t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  the  I n s t i t u t i o n . "  

Such says Sverdrups 1 9 3 8  annual r e p o r t .  We a re  indebted t o  Miss Ragan f o r  

much o f  t h i s  and e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  h e r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  S I O  h i s t o r y .  She 

c o l l e c t e d  a l l  t h e  r e p o r t s  and had these bound. 

A l so  a t  t h i s  t i m e  Sverdrup says t h a t  r eca ta l ogu ing  the  l i b r a r y  

accord ing  t o  t he  L I b r a r y  o f  Congress system began. I '  For  t h i s  h i g h l y  s p e c i a l i z e d  

s c i e n t i f i c  l i b r a r y  t h e  o l d  Dewey system i n  use was f a s t  becoming va lue less ,  s ince  

i t  l e f t  o f f  where our  needs began. T h i s  was a c c o r d i n g l y  done w i t h  t h e  h e l p  f r o b  ri 

the  ca ta loguer  o C M x  f u rn i shed  by t h e  WPA. 

From t h i s  t ime m a t t e r s  improved, t h e  l i b r a r y  g re  and i n  1939-1940 the  I.i 
bound volumes reached 18,205. Ruth Ragan i n  charge o f  the  1 i b r a r y  r e t  i red  i n  1949 

w i t h  Dorothea Fox L i b r a r i a n  pro-tem. 

By 1950,when W. Roy Holloman was appo in ted  L i b r a r i a n  t he  ca ta logue  

s ta ted  t h a t  the  books numbered over  25,000 volumes and 60,000 r e p r i n t s  and 

pamphlets, w i t h  530 j o u r n a l s  and a  l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  of  c h a r t s  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  t he  
- 

Ngr th  P a c i f i c  Ocean. 

Dur ing these yea rs  t h e  L i b r a r y  room,which housed g i f t  p o r t r a i t s  o f  R i t t e r  

and Miss E l l e n  Scr ipps, b u s t s  o f  Scr ipps  and Sverdrup, photographs o f  Baker, 

Baughan and others ,  i t  was t h e  scene o f  many f e s t i v i t i e s  and events,Christmas 

p a r t i e s ,  dances f o r  s h i p  depar tures,  l ec tu res ,  e t c .  

W i th  the  advaat o f  t h e  new U n i v e r s i t y ,  M r .  M e l v i n  Vo ig t  was made L i b r a r i a n  

and many changes occu r red  between 1960 and k4.B~:: 1965. 



M r .  V o i g t  a s s i s t e d  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  a l l  h i s t o r i c a l  documents which 

now make t h i s  r e p o r t  p o s s i b l e .  Present  L i b r a r i a n  M r .  Joseph Gantner has 

now a.. :great Oceanographic L i b r a r y  which he i s  c o n s t a n t l y  improving, 

t h a t  once was j u s t  a dream i n  t h e  minds o f  the  e a r l y  L i b r a r i a n s .  Only 

cou ld  such an  unusaal  and v a l u a b l e  l i b r a r y  develop i n  t he  Un i t ed  S ta tes  

as a t  Sc r i pps  where t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  a new science, Oceanography made i t s  

beg inn ing  and g r e a t  g rowth  i n  t h i s  cen tu r y .  


