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BRISF ADDRESS IN CONNEOTION WITH CHARTER DAY CELIRRATION, 1947
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Higtory of SIC goes back 5% years to the sumer of 1593 when Assistant
Professor Ritter condusted a summer school in marine biology at Santa Catalina
Island, After vorking at San Pedro in 190002 a seaside ladoratory was
established at Coromado im 1903, At that time the S. D, Marine Bisclogical
Agsociation was organized with the purpose!

“fo carry on a blologleal and hydrographis curvey of the waters of the
Pacific Ogean adjacent to the coast of southern Ualifornia; %0 Duild and
maintain a public aquarium and museum; and %0 progecute such kindred under-
wnmma!mwwmmnmmumnnm'

In 1908 the land of the present campus was bought by B V. Seripps at a
nominal price and in 1909 the firet building was put wp at that site, At
that time Professor Ritter moved to Ia Jolla as selentific divector of the
Varine Biologieal Station,

© As of July 1, 1912, all the assets of the Marine Blologleal Association
were transferred to the University and at the same time the name was changed
$0 Seripps Institution of Biologieal Researeh,

Maumlmwum»mmmnumm
freedom for research within the wast domain of bioclogy, and the word regearch
was sdied to emphasize that the primary effort of the institution should be
devoted to research,



A% the same time a program was laid out, and it fs interesting to
observe that this program can be driefly descrided as a correlated attack
on problems in marine ecology, Ritter wrote!

"To learn more than we kmow about the laws that prevail in the wealth
orntoatmmtmmunncumuhutimmmut
highest welfare of menkind, So relatively slight 1s our knowledge in this
domain .,. that all of us, professional diologiets and the gemerally informed
alike, look out wpon the expanse of the sea with en impression eoncerning its
inhabitents (so far as we $hink of Shem at sll) that is very vague and theve-
fore meaningless and uninteresting, Ve concelve this wvast wealth of life
on magse, a8 one may say; that is, our Imovledge and thoughts about &t are
indifforentiated and chaotic, Ve take for granted in a hasy fashion that
some sort of order prevails, Such knowledge has little powver for good,
elther practical or theorstieal, IKnowledge as to what this order 1s, must
be explieit before it can be very significant and intevesting, T8 is jJust
this kind of definite information that the San Diego Station is striving after,®

The non-progran work is also deseribed by Ritter and it appoars that he
has considered work in taxomomy and in experimental blology as work which
eould be earried out legitinately at the Institution but vhieh should not be
considered part of its progms. |

It 4z also of great interest to observe that although Bitter placed
emphasis on research, he was very cognizant of the applications of results,
In he report for 1915 there is & paragreph which is as true today as it wvas
Jér-r-mt



0 s

"The rapldly growing and alveady importent fisherles on the coash 1
of southern California, particularly that of eanning the long-finned tuna,
is mising many problems that eall loudly for seientific treatment., I
have repeatedly joined my wolce with those of the fighermen in urging won
the Bureau of Fisheries of the Federal Government and other officials,
national and state, the desirability of giving real attention %o the situs~
tion growing wp on this quarter, so farwithout much effect., Attention is
called to the possibility evem the probabllity, of the development here,
before many years, of a fishery nearly if not quite as valuable as the sale
mon industry of Alaskay and 4% is obvious %o all familar with the situation
that questions of both scientific and economio importance are coming om,
The visdom of mesting such questions in thelr insiplency wather than vaiting
| $111, by & drifting poliey, comlications have arisen that might easily have
been avoided, would seem obvious enough,"

Prodblems of practicel importance came even more into the foreground
during the first world war., Agsin I guote from Dy, Ritter's report of July
1, 1917s

"In recognition of the present national emevgemay, this year's report
is written more with reference to the possidle usefulness of this Institution
in the immediate future than as a narmtive of work during the last twelve
monthe, The t$ime has come to apply the results of our research to the solie
tion of the prastical problems which confront ws, It is undoudbtedly incume
bent upon the Institution to do its wimost to solve such problems as fall with-
in the scope of its activities,

"The Paeific Ocean, adjacent to the continent of North America, is very
rich in plant and animel 1ife, Until recently, however, the only commerelal
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industyy of large proportion comprised the salmon fisherlies of the northe
vestern coast. The last few years have witnessed a vapid development of
fighing industries. Ihaling has beem recommended now for human food ine
stead of mevely for oil, The long-finned albacore, Thunnus alalongs,
canned and sold wnder the trade name of tuna, has become am important
product. The Califomsia sardine, Sapdinells geruleus, constitutes as
large a portion of the total pack as the aldacore, A% present there are
twenty cenneries on the ecast of Califownis, Nearly 600 boats are engaged
in the fishing, and the value of the product of the last year exceeds
$1,000,000, A recent incremse in the produstion of fresh fish could also
be noted."

,L_mmnmmmmmmmumnu'mum
that our line of thinking regarding the function of the Serinps Institution
has changed very little during the entire perlod of its existence.

The change of name to Seripps hmmummumm
M;:\::u ‘shortly before Dr, Ritter's retivement in 1923, did ;tn;w
wmumummumrgg&*mﬁtggﬁgu
in line vith Dr, Mtter's “progran, "
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Institution, The most imporbant of these are represented by the addition of
Ritter Hall in 1971, and the acquisition of the research vessel, the "EV,Seripps®
in 1957; bub 1€ e look hack ve may well agk $0 vhal extent the Institution
has been able $o “earry on biologleal and hydwographic survays of the waters of

$he Pacific Ocean adjacent %0 the const of southemn Califomia,” expressed in
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1903 as the purpose of the Marine Plological Station; %o what extent the
progran of studying the esology of these waters as outlined by Ritter, to

vhat extent 1% has contridubed to the economic problems in comneetion with
fisheries; and finally, %0 what extent has the Institution Deen abdble to

sontribute during the last great mational emergency. I believe that if we
take these questions before us, we have hunbly to adnit that progress has

been slow. The reason is not lack of dewvotion and enthusiasm of the staff,
mm»mwnmmmmm.pmnm

sort visualized by Bitter,

Oecasionally one can get very discouraged and there are times when one
noeds a great deal of faith and optimism in order %o keep on plodding with
Ritter's program in mind, It 4s eo very tempiing to follow the read of least
resistance, to let the station deteriorate into a marine biologieal shore
station, the work of which can De based on collsebions above the lowest Tow-
tide and on studies in the ladoratory.

During the year just before the war, we made a conselous effort to push
the work out $0 ses, Wub since ve were gub off from undertaking any work ab
sea during the many yeass of the var, we have nov $o develop that progran
again nearly from seratch, and we have again to make a large part of the
activity at this Institution tmly oceanographic, |

During the war the staff of the S5I0 made noteworthy contridutions towards
applying oceanographic knowledge to war prodlems, lMany of our former staff
bocame attached to other organizations and did the work there, S5till, the
name of the Institution became mors widely known than previously and this is
a matter upon which we have now to eapitalize,



But this is not emough, I an convineed that we con never expect $o
fulfill our function wnless we also obbtain finamelal support, This agaln
will not be fortheoming until the industries which harvest the produsts of
the ocean realize that it is in thelr interest to know the onder in the
oceanie¢ domain about which Ritter muh 1913, Unfortunately, such
suwpport will not be forthooming until eomplieations have arisen which
might easily have beem avoided, «mnttﬁsm:t 1915, It appears
that something of this sort is hanpening now and $hat perhaps the Institution
may obtain the needed funds, |

Tt is with such application of oceanographie lmowledge in mind and with
application to mumerous other problems the possibility of which have been
demonstmted during the war, that we are optimistic enough $o encourage young
men to take wp the study of oceanography, hoping that they will carry the
torch vhen we have to lay 1% down,



