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Biography: Robert Lester Wisner was born December 24, 1912 in Indiana. After military service 
in World War II, Wisner received a BA from San Diego State University in 1947 before entering 
Scripps Institution of Oceanography in 1951 as a graduate student of Carl L. Hubbs. There he 
remained to become Hubbs' assistant. During the early 1950s Wisner conducted studies on 
marlin, later he worked on lampreys and hagfish. Wisner continued to work in Scripps’ Marine 
Vertebrate Division / Marine Biological Research Division until his retirement after Carl Hubbs 
passed away. Robert Wisner participated in many major Scripps expeditions, and on cruises of 
the Marine Vertebrate Division and CalCOFI (California Cooperative Oceanic Fishery 
Investigation): 1952 Shellback Expedition; 1953 TransPacExpedition to Japan; 1956 Eniwetok, 
studying fishes and marine life for environmental studies connected with Operation Redwing, 
one of the Pacific atomic tests. He further participated in Vermillion Sea Expedition (1959), 
Monsoon Expedition in 1960, Piquero Expedition (1968) and SouthTow (1972). Wisner often 
served as expedition leader or co-leader, and collected fish and other marine specimens on many 
of these cruises. From these expeditions, Wisner went on to contribute by collecting many 
specimens for the Scripps Institution of Oceanography Fish Collection and wrote up procedures 
for these specimens, data capture and curatorial policies for the collection in the early 1950s. He 
developed expertise in the use of the Issacs Kidd Midwater Trawl and nets and collection 
instruments, and was often consulted by other scientists and institution in their use. He was an 
avid sports fisherman and served as coach of the UCSD Intercollegiate Pacific Coast Fishing 
Tournament. Wisner passed away on July 30, 2005 
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   BOX                FOLDER TITLE 

      1    Loweina MS. R.L. Wisner 

    Photographs 

    Passports, 1952, 1965 

    College Transcript, San Diego State University, 1947 

    Striped Marlin Worksheet Data, 1954 

    REPRINT MAILING LIST 

    NOTES from Seminars 

    Midwater Trawl 

    Radiological Work 

    Miscellaneous, n.d, 1949 

    Statistics, Elem. Lectures 

    Paper, n.d 

    Contract and Grant, 3-5-76 

    Trans- PAC Fishes 

    Plankton Net Specifications 

    Field data, Report Copies, Correspondence, 1976 

    Paper 1973 

2    Newspapers, 1948-1964 

    Paper draft, 1976 

    Reprint Orders, 1963 

    Notes, n.d 

    Paper, 1976 
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   BOX                FOLDER TITLE 

      2    Myctophum Affine Atlantic Ocean 

    Myctophum margaritutum, 1954 

    Myctophum nitidulum  Seminar, n.d 

    Loweina, 1969 

    Myctophum spinosum, 1954 

    Myctophum aurolaternatum 1964 

    Myctophidae BCF Honolulu, Examined by Wisner, 1968 

    Myctophum aurolaternatum, 1944 

    Monsoon Exp. Myctophids, n.d 

    Monsoon Exp., 1958 

    Myctophids from Piquero Expedition, Feb-April 1969 

   3    Shellback Fishes, 1952 

    Myctophum  nitidulum, n.d 

    Taaningichthys, 1970 

    Diaphus theta, n.d 

    Diaphus fulgens, n.d 

    Miscellaneous Notes, n.d 

    Diaphus effulgens, n.d 

    Myctophum Affine, n.d 

    Miscellaneous Notes, n.d 

    Miscellaneous Notes, n.d 

    Myctophidae, Tarletonbeania, n.d 

  4    Tarletonbeania taylori, 1966 

    X-Rays, Notes, n.d 
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BOX                FOLDER TITLE     

  4    Electrona (meta), 1963 

    Diaphus nsp, Suborbitalist and Glandulifen, 1971 

    Myctophidae USN-Key Photography Record, n.d 

    Diaphids Notes, 1970-1973 

    Myctophidae General Notes, 1964 

    Diaphus USNM, n.d 

    Hygophum brunui, 1971 

    Hierops, n.d 

    Gonichthys tenuiculum, n.d 

    Hygophum hygomi, n.d 

 5    Hygophum Study, 1965 

    Lampanyctus, 1970 

    Lampanyctus mexicanus, n.d 

    Lampanyctus pareiognomus, n.d 

    Lampanyctus basili, Isaacsi, 1974 

    Lampanyctus intricarius, 1971 

    Tarletonbeania Correspondence, 1955-1963 

    Symbolophorus californiunis, 1980 

    Otoliths, 1966 

    Alaska River Rafting, 1976 

    Nafpaklitis, Basil G and USC LACN, 1969-1971 

    Paxton, John R Correspondence, 1963-1974 

    Dr. Kniazeff Correspondence, 1976 

    Mary Hansen Pritchard, 1972 



93‐22/4 
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  5    Sanger, G.A, U. of Wash Correspondence, 1965-1968  

    Memorandum Expedition MONSOON, 1959 

    Translation Correspondence, 1961-1969 

 6    John D Isaacs, 1969-1973 

    Correspondence G.E. Maul, 1962-1969 

    Correspondence- Japanese, 1951-1958 

    Correspondence Leonard R. Coleman 1966-1968 

    Correspondence Iwai, 1964-1965 

    Correspondence Dr. Thomas A. Clark, Hawaii, 1969-1972 

    Correspondence Chirichigno, Norma, 1969-1978 

    Correspondence Bolin 1957-1969 

    Correspondence Bolin’s, 1957-1969 

    Correspondence J. Blache (Myctophidae) 1966-1964  

    Correspondence Becker, V.E., 1964-1965 

    Correspondence Myctophidae, 1960-1972 

    Benthosema: Notes, X-Rays, 1966 

    Ceratoscopelus townsundi, n.d 

    Correspondence SOSC: Smithsonian, 1964-1966 

    Publications Correspondence Editors, 1969-1972 

    Downwind Expedition Fishes, 1957 

    Centrobranchs, 1964 

7    Nielson Myctophids, n.d 

    Diaphus from “Naga” Expeditions, n.d 

    I.I.O.E (SOSC) Myctophid Species, n.d 
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BOX                FOLDER TITLE     

  7    Zahuranec, Key to Nannobrachium, 1979 

    Myctophum aspercem, 1969-1972 

    Correspondences, 1974-1977 

    Loan Forms Fish Collection, n.d  

    Exocoetidae Pacific, n.d 

    Etrumeus Study Correspondence, 1968-1957 

    Melville Lab, Cruise Plans, 1969-1970 

    Sarda Study, 1953 

    MLR-CCOFI Station Positions, 1952 

    Fish Collecting Methods and Curatorial, n.d 

    Fundulus Notes, 1951 

    East Tropic Expedition Fishes, 1955 

    “Electric” Fishing, 1951 

    Larvae Staining Methods, 1944-1948 

    Leptochilichthys, 1969-1978 

    Marine Chemistry Notes, 1952 

    Marine Vertebrates Lecture Notes, 1952 

    Striped Marlin Weights, 1952-1958 

 8    Pictures, Striped Marlin With Broken Spears, 1955 

    Striped Marlin Numbers Per Week, 1952-1959 

    Miscellaneous Marlin Notes, 1958-1959 

    Shirk, 1966 

    Marlin Correspondence, 1952-1965 

    Marlin Food, 1952 
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8    Marlin Food Studies, 1954 

    Marlin Food 1956-57 

    Marlin Food 1958 

    Marlin Food Study 1952-1958 

    Marlin Morphology Study, 1952 

    Striped Marlin Original Field Data, 1952 

    Marlin, 1954 

9    Striped Marlin, Mazatlan Mexico, 1954 

    Striped Marlin Guaymas, 1958 

Marlin, Striped, 1957 

    Marlin, San Diego CA, 1958 

    Striped Marlin San Diego, CA, 1958 

    Marlin Measure, San Diego, 1963 

Marlin, San Diego, 1964 

    Marlin Regressions Completes, 1958 

    Marlin Tagging, 1954 

    Pelagic Fishes, External Characteristics, n.d 

    Sea-See Correspondence, 1973 

    Sea-See Project, n.d 

    Schindleria Notes, 1952 

    Stomach Content Analysis, 1951 

    Xiphius gladius Stomach Content, n.d 

    “Shellback”, 1952-1953 

    Cruise MV67-I Gulf of CA, n.d 
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BOX                FOLDER TITLE     

  9    MV71- II, 1971 

    Wigwam, 1955 

    Redwing Notes, 1956  

    Piquero- IV, V, 1969 

10    Vermillion Sea Expedition, 1959 

    Cruise 12 Bathypelagic Fishes, 1966 

    Expeditions- Notes, 1965-1967 

    Field Notes Cruise C-1, 1949  

    Field Notes Horizon Cruises, 1949 

    Field Notes Cruise 5405F, 1954 

    Correspondences, 1960-1965  

    Correspondences, 1957-1960 

    Correspondences, 1957-1959 

    Correspondences, 1955-1957 

    Correspondences, 1952-1965 

    Correspondences, 1953-1956 

    Pelagic Area Study, 1954 

    Correspondences, 1951-1952 

    Papers, 1948-1950 

    Papers, Notes, 1959 

    Pacific Oceanic Fishery Investigation, 1951-1952  

    USS Long Island Assn., 1994 

    Grunion Run Certificate, 1948 

11L    Scomberosocid Negatives, 1963 
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11L    Maps, n.d 

     

    

 




