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Young, Robert William   1908-2002 
 
Robert W. Young Papers, 1920-2002 
 
Physical Description: 49 Record Center Cartons; oversize 
 
Description: The accession consists of the correspondence, memorandum, notes 
and other personal papers of physicist Robert William Young, an acoustics expert. 
The papers document his work as a physicist at the University of California 
Division of War Research (UCDWR) in San Diego 1942-1946, the Marine 
Physical Laboratory 1946, and the Naval Electronics Laboratory 1946-1967 where 
he worked on problems of underwater sound related to submarine warfare. The 
papers include a series of technical reports on wartime navy acoustics research 
issued by the National Defense Research Committee (NDRC).  These include 
reports authored by Young and his colleagues in the Listening Section of the 
UCDWR. They also include reports issued by Columbia University Division of 
War Research (CUDWR), Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, and other 
NDRC sections. This series includes some notes, correspondence and memoranda 
concerning the reports, and particularly the UCDWR Listening Section.  The 
collection includes Young’s wartime photo album, consisting of images taken 
between 1941 and 1945 in San Diego.  Most of the photographs in the album 
document a UCDWR picnic held at the beach below SIO around the summer of 
1942.  The papers also document his work as an acoustics consultant working on 
assessment of environmental sound, music, and building acoustics, including files 
on Miramar. The accession includes material documenting his participation in 
professional associations and work as a U.S. representative at International 
standards meetings related to acoustics.   
 
American physicist born Mansfield, Ohio May 11, 1908. B.S. Ohio University, 
1930; Ph.D., physics, University of Washington, 1934. 
 
 Acoustics; Underwater acoustics; University of California Division of War Research; MC91 
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Container List 
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Box 

                             

Contents 

1  UCDWR Series 
 

2  UCDWR Series; RW Young General Files 

3  RW Young General Files; Correspondence, Chronological 
 

4  Correspondence Chronological; Correspondence & Reprints A-Z          
A General File-Acoustical Society of America  

5  Adams, Joseph C. 1980 - Bach, Vincent 

6  Backus, John - Boomsliter 
 

7  Botsfold, James H. 1964-1968 - Crede 

8  Christmas Cards- Filip Miroslav  

9  Firestone, FA 1942-1945 - Harris, Cyril 1948-1954 

10  Harris, Cyril. Jan-June 1955- INCE [Institute of Noise Control  
Engineering] 

11  INT, August - November 1986 - Lane, Richard N. 1953-1957 
 

12   Langlands, Ian - LeCocq, Andrew D. - Molino, John A. - Mull, Harold R. 

13  Miller, E.D. - Miller, Richard K. – Rich, Charles S. - Ridgway,                         
Robert C. 

14  Rienstra, A.R.- Riverbank Acoustical Laboratory - T Reprints 

15  T Reprints- Zenkevich, L.A. 

 
16 
 

 Consulting A-Z 
106th Acoustics Society Church - Acoustics Organ, 1983-All Souls Episcopal 
February, 1986 
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17      

 Consulting A-Z (continued)                                                                               

Alvarado Medical, 1967 - Centre City Theater, 1963 

18  CHM Hill, 1980- CPO   [Comprehensive Planning Organization of San 
Diego Region] 1980 

19  Concorde LAX, October 25, 1974 - Environment Impact Report  (EIR) 
Lindbergh Field, 1974 

20  Environmental Impact Report (EIR) Lindbergh Field, 1974 - 1980 – 
Haciendas de Rancho Santa Fe 1976 

21  Hancock Elementary, 1977 – La Jolla High School, 1956 
 

22  La Jolla Inn, 1968 – Lindbergh Field 1978-1980 

23  Lindbergh Field, 1980 – Louis Race Elementary, 1962 

24  Lutheran Church, Vista 1966 – Miramar Weekly Summary Sites 32 3912 
Voltaire 3005 rai d’Orleans 

25  Gentry Company 7084 Miramar Road, March 1990 – 7084 Miramar Road, 
April 1996 

26  7084 Miramar Road, May 1996 – Nautilus Building, 1966 

27  NAS North Island, 1960 – Noise Pollution, Naval Civil Engineering 
Laboratory, 1971 

28  Acoustical Measurements [NEL] Room 2013, 2013A, 2012A, 1310O, 
2038A, 1954-1959 – Power Line Extension, Encino 1972 

29  PRC Engineering, July 1985 – Saint John’s Plaza, January 1983 

30  Saint John’s Plaza, January 1983 – San Diego City Council Chamber,   1956 

31  San Diego Municipal Noise Ordinance, October 11, 1973 – Noise 
Ordinance.1974, County of San Diego [pt. 3 of 3] 

32  San Diego High Noise, 1971 – San Diego Schools Aircraft & Noise 1974 

33  SAE A-21 Aircraft Noise Monitoring Subcommittee, 1984 – STS 7 June 83 
STS- 8 Sept. 83 
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 Consulting A-Z (continued)   

Steady and Dynamic Tests May, 1983 – Southwestern College, Fine Arts, 
Speech Arts 

35  Speech Studio Com Cru Des Pac 1957 – [Vieques, 1978] 

36 

	

36	

  [Vieques, 1978}.          

Teaching Files; Lectures and Publications 

6th International Congress on Acoustics, Tokyo, 1968 – Figures for Sound 
Power Experiment, n.d. 

37  Figures From RW Young Papers- - Wilkes Expedition 1988   

38 

 

 

38 

 Young, Robert W. “Testing Instruments that measure Transient Sound”  
1983 – Young, Robert W. “Thirteen Sonic Booms of Space Shuttles 
Approaching Edwards Air Force Base, 1988- 1993,” 2001.     

Papers by Others                                                       

Arau, D.H. “An Improved Reverberation Formulae,” 1986 –  Mathews, Max 
V. “Electronic Violin with singing Formant” 1987  

39  Mathews, Max V. & John R. Pierce, “Theoretical and Experimental 
Explorations,” 1988 – Watkins, Anthony J. “Perceptual Aspects…”   

40 

 

40 

 Willms, 1959 – Yu An Rao Reprints         

Data Series 

Calculations, 1963 – Big Grid, 1990 

41  Data Series:  D.D. For One Cycle – Interesting Averaging Tests: B and R GR 

42  Data Series. One Cycle Graphs, 1980 – Vehicle Aircraft Noise 

43  Data Series. Misc Sonic Boom Rec. 

44  Data Series 

45  Data Series 

46  Data Series 
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 Contents 

Data Series (continued) 

Data Series 

48   Data Series 

49  Legal Size and Folders, All Series 

	


